
Recommended Calculators
For Shormann Math

➢Shormann Pre-Algebra
● Scientific Calculator - Any scientific calculator can be used.

➢Shormann Algebra 1 & Shormann Algebra 2
1.Required One of the following calculators:

● Scientific Calculator - Any scientific calculator can be used.
or

● *Graphing Calculator:While not required, a graphing calculator is recommended because it has
a large screen that displays the entire problem, making it easier to understand these abstract concepts. If
you want to use a graphing calculator, Dr. Shormann recommends the following graphing calculators:

Discontinued: TI Nspire CX Graphing Calculator (standard) (do not buy the CX-CAS)
This is the calculator Dr. Shormann uses in the Shormann Math lectures. It can be used in Algebra
1 - Calculus and can be used on the PSAT, SAT, ACT, IB, and AP Exams. Why the TI Nspire CX?

1. TI-Nspire™ CX II This graphing calculator is identical to the NSpire CX and can be used for
Shormann Algebra 1 - Calculus and it can be used on PSAT, SAT, ACT, and AP Exams. It has
upgraded memory, etc. Do not buy the CAS version of this calculator because it cannot be used on
the PSAT, SAT, ACT, and AP Exams. Why the TI Nspire CX II?

2. TI-Nspire™ iPad App ($29)*
While the TI-Nspire™ App is much more affordable, an iPad cannot be used during standardized
tests like the PSAT, SAT, and ACT.You can use the Nspire app for Algebra 1, then purchase the
graphing calculator for Algebra 2.

3. Geogebra Graphing Calculator (Free App) Click here to watch a short how-to video. Algebra 1
and 2 students only need to watch the first 5 minutes. Then, click here to access the free online
version, where you will have an option to download for offline use. Geogebra also has free apps for
iOS and Android devices called, Geogebra Graphing Calculator. IMPORTANT: This app cannot be
used when taking the PSAT, SAT, or ACT. You must use an approved calculator. If your student is
taking one of these exams this school year, use an approved graphing calculator, like the TI-Nspire
CX II, for at least a few months before taking the exam.

4. Other Graphing Calculators: You may choose to use a different graphing calculator. However,
you will have to learn how to use it on your own. Dr. Shormann cannot provide support for all the
different graphing calculators available.

5. NOT Recommended: TI Nspire CX-CAS Why? The CX-CAS cannot be used on the ACT. It can only be
used on the PSAT and SAT. While the CX-CAS does have CAS (computer algebra system) functionality, we
don't use that in any of our courses.

FAQs

Does Dr. Shormann teach how to use the Graphing Calculator? Yes! In the lessons that use a
graphing calculator, Dr. Shormann shows how to use the recommended calculator.

In what lesson of Algebra 1 is the Graphing Calculator used? Starting in Lesson 14

When is the Graphing Calculator used in Shormann Algebra 2? Starting in Lesson 3

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_calculator
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_calculator
https://education.ti.com/en/products/calculators/graphing-calculators/ti-nspire-cx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N1sCCBw22sJPMUQCPdMzPKxXARl9uWtZdXPguZL-_6g/edit?usp=sharing
https://education.ti.com/en/products/calculators/graphing-calculators/ti-nspire-cx-ii-cx-ii-cas
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N1sCCBw22sJPMUQCPdMzPKxXARl9uWtZdXPguZL-_6g/edit?usp=sharing
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ti-nspire/id590823242?mt=8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LmNpBAil5rsaeOGL-jgzzUF-DeyFJVnG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.geogebra.org


➢Shormann Precalculus - Shormann Calculus 2
A Graphing Calculator is required for these courses. Select one below:

● Discontinued: TI Nspire CX Graphing Calculator (standard) (not the CX-CAS)

Dr. Shormann uses a TI-NSpire in their Shormann Math lectures. It can be used on the PSAT, SAT,
ACT, AP, and IB exams. The CX-CAS is not recommended because it cannot be used on the PSAT
or SAT. Why the TI Nspire CX?

● TI-Nspire™ CX II (not the CX-CAS)

This graphing calculator is identical to the NSpire CX and can be used for Shormann Algebra 1 -
Calculus 2 and it can be used on PSAT, SAT, ACT, and AP Exams. It has upgraded memory, etc.
Do not buy the CAS version of this calculator because it cannot be used on the PSAT, SAT, ACT,
and AP Exams. Why the TI Nspire CX II?

● TI-Nspire™ App for iPads $29 (Can’t use iPads on the PSAT, SAT, ACT, or AP)

● Geogebra Graphing Calculator (Free App) Click here to watch a short how-to video. Algebra 1
and 2 students only need to watch the first 5 minutes. Then, click here to access the free online
version, where you will have an option to download for offline use. Geogebra also has free apps for
iOS and Android devices (see icon below). IMPORTANT: This app cannot be used when taking the
PSAT, SAT, or ACT. You must use a battery operated, approved calculator. If your student is taking
one of these exams this school year, use an approved graphing calculator, like the TI-Nspire CXII,
for at least a few months before taking the exam.

● Other Graphing Calculators: You may choose to use a different graphing calculator. However, Dr.
Shormann cannot provide support for all the different graphing calculators available.
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